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- WORSHIP OF, GOD. 


'BY REV, H. BELDING, 


' Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at his foot- 
| sStool.'--PsaLms xcix. 5. 


Tax Psalms contain numerous expressions like 
ous pooh wreck were designed to call up the atten- 
N, and to « gage the heart in the pleasing duty 
of th Shes ta of God. The pealmist evidently 
ad much views of divine things, than most 
is zen, He, being a man of like pas- 
RY bo £0 entre ; and, 


deyout and pious ejaculations scattered throup 
all his writings, In them we discover the effu- 


of 


often, in order that our feelings may be rightly at- 


00gT. This will be the more necessary when 


but as a privilege ; and we 8hall rejoice with joy 
* maak- is 


»” toge- 
ther in heavenly places, and that thus em 
we may have a foretaste of the Joys of the blessed 


more sublime joys than are | It by thoge, who are 
+$athc AA ECITINEL. | b/ 


IO LO IE LE 


sate of feeling, let us not liken the Almighty to 
mortal man, clothed with majesty. and power of 
an earthly kind. © Let us not suppose that he is 
pleased with that kind of praise and veneration * 
that is calculated to feed the vanity of an earthly” 
raler, and to exalt him in his own estimation. The * 
bowed form" and the bended knee are aigns by* 
which men pretend to express their sense of their 
own inferiority, and also the superiority of another. 
Mere 8igns, mere outward show, is all that is 
required between man and man ; but, between ' 
man and his Maker, these things avail vothing. _ 
Men, placed high in authority, may be, and often® * 
are, exalted in their own view, ant in the view « 
others, by mere mockery, by a mere show of xe<®- 
spect ; while he is really dispised by the object” 
that pretends to venerate him. op be 4b 
In order to prepare our minds, and'pave_the* +» 
way for _ y worshiping at the footstooF 
Lord our God, a right understanding H_- erm 
exalt is necessary. But, when idered as- 
act of the greature, towards his Ori Bome- 
angels a — EERIED yhat is 
y inten at term. © We cannot; by 
use of all af MEFs, dd to his digni 4 
glory. ' He is infinite in his natare ang 
tions, and therefore incapable of any accessions”* 
of knowledge, power, or enjoyment. -” We” miigt” 
therefore regard it as relating to the views" Wwe” 
take of the divine character. - We may have de-'. 
grading notions concerning our Creator, and; by” 
the ideas we entertain, Uegrade him to the level of 
man—yeak, erring, sinful man. Nay, we may go' 
$till farther : we may attribute to him a chargeter, 
in which the worst of our race would be ashamed , 
to be known, and from which all would instine-' 
tively recoil. To exalt the Lord our God, then, 
must be to conceive of him as a Being infinite in 
perfection—every way a 8Uitable object for our 
regard and veneration. We must, re, 
dismiss the idea that is apt to get uppermostiin the 
mind, that we do, in reality, effect 'a c em 
the feelings of God towards us. Such-thoughts- 
8hould never be preseut with us, when we 'con-- 
template upon the character and attributes of him- 
who has all worlds at his disposal, © who is -of ohe - 
mind, and none can turn him'—* who is God; and 
changes not.? | | 
Notwithstanding the variety of opinions enter- 
tained concerning the Deity, as it regards his 
dealings with man in this life, and also what he - 
will doin the life to come, till the'terms used to. 
express his general character are nearly the 8ame. 
They all speak of his attributes with the 'same 
familiarity, with little or no difference 'of expre 
8ion. ' Do they wish to 
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ive an idea 'of him, 'ab- 


& tures hs has made, thy all claro him omnipotent. 


stractedly considered, independently of the Crea-. 


250 


* PX - TW WRT, ht —_ WF" 2d 


THE UNLVERSALIST, AND 


0 l < : 
nh bi ed v5- . En SE OLS he £,.5-< \  < OI 
- - 


a 


tt OT "HT S—— 
——— = —- ” Y 


SE YT OOO SV Oe PO I — nam — nn 
- D : p 


Every thing around them, from which they gather 
evidence of his existence, gives them as8urance 
that his power is unlimited. Thus far, all may be 
8aid to *exalt the Lord our God, inasmuch as they 
unite 1n ascribing to him that unbounded power; 
without which, he could not be worthy of that 
adoration which we now feel and express when 
our minds are. rightly attaned to his praise ; he- 
cause, were he deficient in this respect, he would 
be incapable of doing for us all that we now feel 
that he is doing, and all that we expect in future. 
'Thus far, all are at agreement. But, with the 
idea of power, other ideas must necessarily be 
associated. When we think that a Being thus 
werful has all creatures at his disposal, the 
inquiry is, What are his other attributes beside 
wer? From the same $ources that we gain a 
wledge of his power, we learn that he is wise, 
infinitely 80; and as they all agree in ascribing to 
him these two attributes, power and wisdonm, they 
may be considered as exalting him. But the in- 
quiring, contemplative mind is not satisfied by 
arriving at these conclusions. There will still be 
an anxiety to know how the Being that possesses 
this power and wisdom is disposed towards the 
creatures he has made. Does he desire their 
happiness, and will his nature incline him to pro- 
mote their best welfare 2 Here again we find all 
agreeing in words; all will answer in the affirma- 
tive. All, without exception, are ready to s8ay with 
the apostle, * God is love,” and therefore, infinitely 
good; and hence we conclude that he cannot neg- 
ect, much less injure, the works of his hands. 
Such are the views of all, as manifested in 
their professed sentiments; and, did all carry. out 
the. conclusigons that muzt naturally result from 
these admissions, * the Lord our God would be 
exalted” in reality, and be” be considered as pos- 
8eg8ing a character worthy the adoration of all 
mortals, yea, of all intelligences in the wide uni- 
verse. . But how vast is the difference concerning 
what we may term self-evident facts! It would 
8eem, that after arriving at. the conclusion, that 
God has no equal in point of power, and also that 
his wisdom and goodness are as unlimited as his 
power, every one must sce, that any representation, 
that makes him the enemy of the works of his own. 
hands, must be the yery reverse of exalting him. 
But, when we think of him as the Creator of all 
worlds, and as displaying his infinite wisdom in all 
these -eregtions—and when we carry our thoughts 
#till farther, and consider him as peopling them 
with an infinite variety of creatures—and when 
we take a view of these creatures, and find them 
all the recipients of happiness, all enjoying them- 
8elves in their- various .spheres, we feel in our 
hearts to exalt him ; we feel that he is what he 1s 
8tyled to be, © God over all, and blessed forever,” 
But, as time is passing rapidly away, and in its 
course taking man from the earth, we naturally 
inquire, whence goes he, and what hall be his 
condition hereafter? Upon the answer that we 
find to these questions, will depend the exaltation 
that the Creator will preserve. in our estimation. 
I do not 8ay that the essential glory of God. de- 
pends upon the ideas that man may chanee to form 
concerning him; but the exaltation that we con-. 
sider him as posses8ing will depend upon the views 
we take of his character; bead 4 80 far as we Ccon- 
sider him possessing moral purity and holiness, 80 
far he will be to us an exalted Being. | 


Let us then take into consideration some of the 


- 


gentiments that are held concerning his present- 
government of the world and what is pretended 
Will be his future conduct towards the creatures 
he has made, Call him by what name we may, 
and ascribe..to. him what attributes we be 
cannot be, in_our estimation, exalted, unless we 
consider him, in his operations, as 80 orderin 


things, that every creature that: he has made 8hal 


be a gainer by its existence. But let me ask the 
believer, in . future, interminable wretchedness, 
whether, were he freed from all restraint=—unawed 
by the fear. of tuture ruin, whether, after._ calmly. 
viewing.the character of, God, as maintained by 
himself, he could assign to him the highest place 
in the universe ?.. And let me ask turther, and 
make a direct appeal to him, whether his own heart 
does not, when not too strongly chained down by 
prejudice, rise in opposition to a Being that could 
make creatures, if-not with a design to render them 
endlessly wretched, well knowing that such would 
be the final resnlt? "And can any one have & 
truly exalted idea of him who they imagine deli- 
berately commenced the work of creation, well - 
knowing that a vast, and almost inconceivable 
amount of positive and irremediable evil must be -. 
the consequence? Why is it that men, when 
making an estimate of their fellow-men, 80 uni- 
formly unite in deciding upon the proper place 
they ought to hold in their estimation 2 Who ever 
thought that cruelty, when witnessed in the*' con- 
duct of man, was praieeworthy? Do not all, who 
have independence enough to express their honest 
sentiments, condemn the "conduct 'of him who' 
inflicts. pain, even_ of short, daration,” except it 
be unavoidable 2 How, then, is it possible for man 
to think: well of his Maker, while he congiders 
bim-as having undertaken the work' of creation, 
when he well knew, that the things that he should 
place around man would tempt him” on to .ruin— 
ruin-that must, be as enduring as God himself? 
If we were made to venerate a Being of this de- 
8cription, why, were not our hearts made of ada- 
mant? Why were we not created void of all 
fellow-feeling, that we might be insensible to the 
woes of those around us? If the joys of heaven 
hereafter are to conslst, in part, in witnessing the 
miseries of the damned, why may not this heaven 
begin on earth? Had we been rightly constitu- 
ted for 8uch enjoyment, we might have stood un-' 
moved, and have looked. with complacency upon 
8cenes of suffering and wretchedness. "Phose 
who have come nearest to this. description, have 
been s8tyled monsters in human shape. But if it 
be true, that God can ever render any of his de- 
pendent creations endless]ly miserablegand. eter- 
nally. witness their agonies, can we more effec- 
tually exalt him than by imitating him? © 
But how is it possible for men to venerate a 
Being for displaying.the same dizposition that they 
must condemn in themselves and their fellow-men? 
Nothing, but fear—the dread of endless agonies 
could ever draw from them s8uch expresslons of 
regard, as are often heard, while they suppose he 
has destined a part of mankind to endless perdi- 
tion. .. The heart that has the least feeling—that 
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is capable of being affected with sympathy for the 
wretched, cannot foal þ alt. Boir g, who, to 
all appearance, is destitute of. & vely attri- 
buts.;.; And,it.1s only & trend agon on, hat man 
cat, pay to, an, Alaehty Babg, who, Mough Go- 
liberate choice, can be employed in taking the' 


creatures of his power endless]ly wretched. 
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It is too often the case, that those who contem- 
late upon the Deity gonceive of him as being 
Oathipotent—ai Ruler of heaven and earth ; and, 
while they gaze with wonder and astonishment 
upon the vast works that he has performed, they 
are apt to think of him, as they would one of our 
own race, clothed with the 8ame power. 'Those 
passions that rage in the breast of man are often 
attributed to the Deity, and hence, doubtless, 
originated those wild and chimerical notions, that 
are entertained concerning him. If, by repre- 
senting him relentless and vindictive, we exalt 
" him, would not man be exalted, by representing 
him in the 8ame way ? But let us not be mistaken 
by mere. names. That disposition that would 
degrade man in the humbler walks of life, would 
degrade the king upon his throne, and, by- parity 
of reasoning, would degrade. him that sits upon 
the throne of the universe. But this view is not 
generally taken. God is known to be a Being 
above all. He is accountable to no tribunal, 
having at his disposal the destinies of all crea- 
tures ; and therefore it would seem that many 
guppoge him guided by no fixed rules, in his 
conduct towards mankind, but actuated by mere 
caprice, being affected and disaffected, just as the 
conduct of min may chance to be. 

The text calls upon us to * Exalt the Lord our 
God, and worship at his footstool.” But, in order 
that we may worship him, and worship him as we 
ought, we must dismiss every thing like servile 
fear. The principle by which we are actuated 
must be something more noble and elevating, else 
in vain do we attempt to do him homage. When 
we attempt the worship of God, we ought tobe 
pony 3 7 prent that he is perfectly happy, in and 
of himself, and therefore needs not the poor praise 
of mortals. 'The united voices of all intelligen- 
ces, were they employed in celebrating the praise 
of the Almighty, could not add to his essential 
glory and felicity. | 

The only object, then, that we can effect, by 
exalting God, and worshiping him, will be, to 
increase our enjoyment. God never calls upon 
us for any expression of regard from any selfish 
motive, but purely for our own good, The greater 
the moral excellence and purity any being pos- 
8e8$Cs, the greater must be his enjoyment. The 
dignity, glory, and happiness of the Deity con- 
8ists, not 80 much in the possession of unlimited 
power and infinite wisdom, as in the exercise of 
them, to promote valuable objects—to promote 
the happiness of the sensitive part of creation, 
and thus call forth strains of grateful praise, from 
those creatures that are capable of knowing the 
hand from which they receive them, and are able 
to appreciate their value. 

ere we at liberty to choose our own Deity — 
were it for us to determine for onrselves, the 
Governor that should preside over uns, and wield 
our destinies—let us seriously ask ourselves, what 
would be our choice? Should we delight in one 
partial, changeful, passionate, and unjust, we 
8hould only have to accept of him whom the 
Pope os of the day pretend to worship. But 
were the ) legs granted, either ta worsbip or 
Not, this God, 8nd were all freed from fear of re- 


venge on his part, few would be those that would 
28emble to call upon his name. The natural 
bent of the mind is, to abhor 8nch a Reing as God 


is represented to be, and, were it left to its own | 


_— 


natural workings, would never be made to bow 
servilely before him, while he is viewed in the 
light the doctrine of endless misery must ever 
place him. 

= Let, then, those that have been educated under 
the 8vul-chilling influence of this doctrine, con- 


and whether, from choice, they desire to worship 
him. Is there not an inward rising, hard to sup- 
press, when many of the accustomed duties are 
performed? And does not many of his exactions 
8ayor of a hard service, imposed by a cruel Mas- 
ter? And are you not often tempted to exclaim, 
I know thee, tnat thou art hard, gathering where 
thou hast not 8own, and reaping where thou hast 
not strowed ?* If 80, turn trom these degrading 
views of the Father of our spirits, and let the light 
of eternal truth beam in upon your understand- 
ings. Consider God as your Father, not only in 
name, but in reality, ever ready to assist his needy, 
dependent children, QConsider him as having 
designed all men for happiness, and as having given 
thein a nature that. he will eventually 80- purtfy, 
that they shall enjoy it without alloy. Between 
this and the other picture, how 'vast the differ- 
ence! And which, let me ask, appears the more 
lovely? And which could you the more wilhngly 
worship? Am I mistaken, when 1 say the latter ? 
All could join in extolling and venerating the 
Deity, did not system, and the bias of education, 
prevent, But, alas! how long $shall man be the 
slave of his own fears? How long remain” a 
Stranger to that cheering voice, that prochuumed, 
* Glory to God in the highest, and op earth peace, 
good will towards men *? ? 

Must religion, which was designed to lighten 
the ills of life, and lift our thoughts upward, and 
carry. us beyond these 8ublunary scenes, must 
this become the minister of woe? Can we not 
contemplate upon the attributes of our Creator 
with pleasing satisfaction 2? Must we haye the 
| heart-rending reflection, that same one of these 
attributes requires our eternal misery ? If this be 
the case, where was his goodness at that era, when 
he 8aid, * Let us make man ?* Did he not, atthat 
momentous crisis, know what would be the result, 
Should he act in conformity to the declaration, 
and bring man into existence 2 Surely he knew 
the end trom the beginning. If, then, there dwelt 
in him the least 8emblance of benevolence, and if 
he foresaw that endless. suffering must be the 
unavoiduble consequence of creation, why did he 


feat, that brought wan from the slumbering dust ? 
But we thank God, that such views are nut ours. 
We have other views of him; we are called upon 
to exalt and worship. And when it. 18-8aid to us, 
Let us go up to the house of the Lord, we can 
cheerfully obey the call, and feel that to sit. together 
In Christ Jesus, the place must be an heavenly one. 
And we ought to feel, that to worship at the foot- 
stool of Jehovah, and to worship acceptably to 
him, and profitably for ourselves, we must -con- 
8ider it as a bigh privilege, and rank it mo ſe 
| pengtont blessings bestowed upon mortals he 
elow. What thought more exalting, more enno- 
vung: than this, that the Father of the universe. is 
our Father—that we are allied” to bim by. the 
nearest tie—that his fatherly care towards ns 
will never ceasge? This view of things carries us 
beyond the narrow bounds of time. In stretching 


sider well, whether they do, in reality, exalt God, * 


not stay his hand, and call back that, almighty. 
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our thoughts onward, and by imagination conceiv- | fidently expect that heavenly serenity, that inward 


ing what sball be our condition, ages of ages 
hence, we s8hall find an additional interest in 
exalting God. Our obligations to him will, in our 

-own estimation, increase, as we become familiar 
with him, and as our views of his present and 
future goodness extend. 

Let us contemplate upon our present life, as 
the commencement of an eternal existence, and 
that the worship which we are engaged in here is 
but an imperfect specimen of that sublime adora- 
tion that we 8hall offer up in that world to which 
we are all hastening, where ,we hall be freed 
from all those obstructions that now; narrow, us 
down, and hold us in darance. If we. can have 
the as8urance, that we shall not always be 8ubject 
to the ills and evils of mortality, and that our spirits, 
freed from the * bondage of. corruption,” will wing 
their way to fairer regions, will enter the bright 
mansions of bliss, and there be forever engaged 
in *exalting the Lord our God,” our incentives to 
worship him here, at this footstool, will be greatly 
increased. Our imaginations, as they stretch 
onward, will meet with nothing to disturb us, and 
make us tremble for our own future condition, or 
the condition of the world. The mind that was 
designed. for happiness will there be found in its 
own element, expanded in its views, and enlarged 
in its capacities. And its enjoyment will be the 
more full and complete, because all will share in 
it ; all will then be gathered together in Christ : 
the ransomed of the Lord will then have returned, 
and the wide universe will then resound with the 
praise of God. : 

Let us not, then, despise the day of smal] 
things. Let us not consider the happiness within 
our reach unworthy of our attention, because it is 
imperfect. 'The joys that we desire from earthly 
Scenes and earthly objects must necessarily be 
fleeting, because the causes that produce them 
are momentary in their existence. Let us, then, 
use them, as not abusing them ; and, while they 
minister to our present enjoyinent, and lighten 
the ills of life, let us raise -our thoughts upward 
to the Fountain of all perfection, and the Source 
of all happiness ; and thus, in our estimation, he 
will hold an exalted station, and be, by us, con- 
8idered a 8uitable object for our regard and vene- 
ration. 

Why, then, should any refuse the enjoyment 
within their reaca? Why withdraw themselves 
from all places of worship ? Is it not to be feared, 
that they have wrong views of things? Can the 
character of our Heavenly Father, as manifested 
in the system of universal beneyolence, be con- 
templated upon without causing delightful emo- 
tions? Can any one feel sensible, and at all times 
realize, that he 1s in the hands of an Almighty 
Benefactor,. who is constantly engaged in supply- 
wg his present wants, and providing means 
whereby his future condition will be even beyond 
his present power to conceive of, and yet he re- 
fuse to do this 8ame Being homage ? 

- Let us, wy friends, continue the assembling of 
 ourselves together, and, in 80 doing, conform to 
the directions of the divine record : but, while we 
- are convened here, let us not think to receive the 
reward of the true worshipper, unless our hearts 
are right in the 8ight of God—unlees our feelings 
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tranquility, that pure glow of feeling, that will 
for a time cause us to forget, the evils to which 
flesb is heir, and transport us, in imagination, into . 


of the universe, where we can join with patriarchs 


ing the love of God, as manifested in Christ Jesus. 

| If, then, our future glory and happiness._ will 
consist in exalting the TAYE our God, and worsbip- 
ing him in heaven, let us begin to exalt.him here, 
and here worship. at his footstool. 
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ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE. 


*Create in me a new heart, O God, and renew a right 
Spirit within me.'—PsAaLMs li. 10. 


SHouLD any decent person discover his apparel 
to be contaminated with offensive uncleanness, 
how suddenly would he cast his filthy garments 
from him, and s8upply their place with habiliments 
more acceptable to bimself and less offensive to 
others! But is it not-to be feared that too many, 
who are thus tenacious of the appearance of their 
dress, are far less cautious concerning the moral 
State of their hearts? We deem it highly -com- 
menCdable in our females, that they duly. regard 
the cleanliness of their apparel ;. but curely_ the 
mora] purity of the heart is of greater moment. 
The blessed Founder of our religion had -occasion 
to administer reproof to certain characters, who 
were excessively scrupulous-in regard to outward 
appearances, but who wholly neglected their in- 
ternal afﬀections, and suffered them to remain an 
a state of moral pollution. He -did not upbraid 
them because they made the outside of their cups 
and their. platters clean, but for suffering the 1n- 
side- to be filthy. Great and very suitable pains 
are taken, by the many thousands who repair to 
our houses of public devotion, to appear in fash- 
ionable dresses, free from the least appearance of 
uncleanness; but is there no reason to fear that 
very many among these- multitudes have been far 
less thoughtful respecting the purity of their hearts, 
the cleanliness of their affections, and the moral 
character of their motives, than of their garments ? 
By these 8uggestions and queries, the reader 
may be induced to reflect on the importance of 
the subject embraced in the passage which heads 
this article, and, on due reflection, we can 8carce- 
ly doubt, will feel reproved. 'This reproof, this 
self-censure, may induce the questions—What 
shall I do? How &hall 1] begin this work of 
clonnating my heart, and of purifying my affec- 
tions ? e answer, Offer unto God the prayer 
of our text : * Create in me a clean heart, 6 od, 
and renew & right spirit within me.* This er 
supposes that he who offered it was 8ensible that 
his heart was unclean, and that his epirit was not 
right, and that he felt himself inadequate. to the 
work which he needed to have accomplished, If 
our clothing needs to be cleansed, we reeign our 
garments to the charge of thoge who have the 
means to do the work, and whose business it. is. 
And, as none but God himeself can; render our 
hearts clean, and our spirits right, it becomes, us 
to call on bir who has 8aid, © I. will sprinkle « 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean,' __ 


are rig , attuned, unless we * worship in 8in- / 


cerity and truth.” 'Thus employed, we may con- 


. As it often happens that people are ignorant of 


the presence of him that sitteth upon the. throne” 


and prophets, angels and archangels, in _celebrat- _ 
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the true character of their hearts, and know not 
what #pirit they are of, it may contribute to our 
benefit, to look into the scriptures for examples 
by which we: may try ourselves. Though our 
text is in the form of two. petitions, the prayer is 
but one. A'clean heart and a right spirit are 
one. | 

In the short history we have of Jonah, we shall 
find a ve riſking example of a wrong spirit. 
Because God would not destroy Ninevah, accord- 
ingly as he had preached in that city, Jonah was 
exceedingly displeased, and pertinaciously justi- 
fied himself in his anger. , On this subject, Dr. 
Adam Clarke very justly remarks :—* 'This hasty, 
and, indeed, inconsiderate prophet, was vexed be- 
cause his prediction was not fulfilled. He had 
more. respect to his high sense of his own honor, 
than he. had to the goodness and mercy of God. 
He- appeared to care little, whether 8iz hundred 
and tweuly thousand persons were destroyed or 
. not, $0. he might not pass for a deceiver, or -one 
that denounced a falsity.” Even Godhimself re- 
proved the murmuring prophet, for having more 
regard for a gourd, which had sheltered him from 
the 'heat of the sun, than he had for that great 
city, wherein there were more than six score thou- 
8and persons that could not discern their right 
hand and their left hand, and also much cattle. 

If Jonah's humanity had been consulted, before 
he went to Nineyah and proclaimed its overthrow, 
he; would have even. prayed that its inhabitants 
might repent of their sins, and that the city might 
be spared. But, after he had denounced its des- 
truction, he placed his honor, as a prophet, in one 
scale, and the salvation of the city in the other, 
and found the balance in favor of his pride vastly 
the most ponderous ! | 

Do we not find, in our times, and among pro- 
fessing Christians, a spirit not very unlike that 
which Jonah manifested, and which God reproved ? 
Have not professed divines denounced on their 
fellow-creatures maledictions in the future world, 
whose evils they 8ay are 80 great as to defy all 
comparison or description ? Surely they have ; 
and they profess that the word of God requires 
them 80 to do. Be this as.it may, it 1s not the 
object which we now have in view, to prove that 
they have gone beyond the word of the Lord or 
not ; our present, object is to ascertain the char- 
acter of the spirit which they manifest in regard 
to this traly awful subject. 

It is' now extensively known, in community, 
that many, who have made the scriptures their 
stady for many years, have come to the conclusion, 
that they do' not authorize the awful maledictions 
above noticed, and that the question is now con- 
8idered as a 8nbject of discussion and inquiry by 
thousands, We here ask the plain question, What 
Spirit do those manifest, who have been in the 
habit of denouncing -these awful curses on the 
offspring of a merciful God? Do they not openly 
manifest an ardent desire to find their unmerciful 
denunciations in the scriptures? - We 8oberly 
believe, that there never was a 8ubject debated in 
our world, in relation to which, 80 many weak and 
manifest evasions of testimony have been em- 
ployed. 'This 'is not because these divines are 
n*turally destitate of humanity. Let their human- 
ity 8peak in this case, and we 8hould hear the 
8weet whispers of peace on earth and good will 
towards- men, anited with glory to God in the 


highest. But their pride, their esteem for their 
honor, which constilute the gourd by which 
they are sheltered, are withering, and they think 
they © do well to be angry.” 

How do their wounded epirits treat those who 
labor, according to the honest convictions of their 
understandings, to show the people, that the scrip- 
tures, which have been used to set forth indescrib- 
able miseries in the future world, have their fulfil- 
ment in this, and that the consoling hope of the 
gospel embraces the whole: human family ? . Do 
they hail 8uch as harbingers of peace ? Do the 
welcome them as the bearers of good tidinge? If 
this were true, how gladly would we record it! 
In place of this, we lament to say, that 8uch are 
treated with contempt, and loaded with contumely. 

After all this pride is not commendable ; it 
must be humbled ; this fancied honor is false ; it 
must fade away. At the root of this esteemed 
guard, God has prepared a worm. In vain may the 
sickly plant be watered ; die it must! In vain do 
these angry, disappointed prophets look to the 
literary and theological institutions, from whence 
they derived all their authority ; in vain do they 
call on them, as on rocks and mountains, to hide 
them from the face of him who sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb ! 

On a particular occasion, James and John, 
chosen and beloved disciples of Jesus, manifested 
a wrong $pirit. Because the people of one of the 
villages of Samaria were unwilling to receive 
their Master, they felt their pride 80 wounded, 
that they were disposed to have them consumed 
with fire from heaven, But the meek and lowly 
Master reproved them, saying, * Ye know not what 
manner of gpirit ye are of; for the Son of man is 
not come to destroy men's lives, bt to save them.” 
Here we have another instance of men prefering 
their foolish pride, and their fancied honor, to the 
lives of those of whom many were perfectly inno- 
cent in relation to what had given offence. Had 
Jesus granted the request of his misguided disci- 
ples, had he given commission to their wrath, a 
besom of destruction would have depopulated the 
village, 8weeping old and young, male and female, 
from the face of the earth, in a moment. Where, 
then, should we look to find that meek and gracious 
Spirit, which appears 80 lovely in the Son of God, 
and is 80 worthy to be imitated by all who profess 
his religion ? 

This wrong 8pirit, which is always offended at 
impartial goodness and unmerited favor, Jesus 
clearly represented, and faithfully reproved, in 
his parable of the laborers in the vineyard, Be- 
cause thoge who wrought but one hour received as 
much as those who bore the burden and heat of 
the day, the latter murmered against the good 
man of the house, 8aying, thesge have wrought but 
one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us.” 
The reply is full of meaning ; it is worthy of strict 
attention. * Is thine eye evil becausel am good ? 
Evil indeed must that eye be, which is offended at 
nothing but goodness.” MT 

The foregoing examples are amply sufcient to 
8erve as beacons: to direct us. By them we may 
try ourselves, and by them we may Judge of the 
Spirit of those around us. For more than forty 
years has the writer of this article endeavored to 
try the spirits of men, by comparing them with the 
standard which these ' examples furnish; and he 
now 8tates it, as the Tegult of all his observations, 
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that the more men believe and preach an unmerci- 
ful doctrine, the more they are offended at those 
arguments, which rely on the gracious promises 
of God, to extend his tavor to all his creatures. 

By observing the channel in which the forego- 
ing inquiry has been directed, the reader will per- 
celve, that the writer maintains no conflict with 
men. In them, aside from cirenmstances, he ac- 
knowledges a disposition of humanity, of native 
kindness, which the wrong spirit of their, unmer- 
ciful religion has 80 far overcome, as to allow it 
but a s8mall influence in forming their characters. 

But it is not in relation to religious matters 
alone-that we are liable to'exercise a wrong spirit. 
For whenever we deviate from that plain, laconic 
rule, of doing to others as we would that they 
should do to us, the characters we have presented, 
as examples of a wrong spirit, had no more reason 
than we have to offer the petition contained in 
the passage at the head of this article, and say, 
* Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me.” H. B. 


[ FOR THE UNIVYERSALIST. ] 


PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST. 
NUMBER IX. 


Trex present article will conclude what I have to 
offer at present on the pre-eminence of Jesus. 
This is certainiy a 8nbject of high and thrilling 
interest to every human being. No one can sur- 
pass it in this respect. It involves the repose of 
man in life, his hope im death, his destiny for 
eternity! How immense, bow full of inspiration, 
how absorbing is such a theme! Can any one be 
80 blind to his own good and the peace of his 


race, as to feel indifferent about it, to grow weary | 


with its investigation, or wish to crowd the 


thoughts of it out of his mind? Tt would seem: 
not—at least to those who have duly realized its. 


immeasurable importance. All s8uch will heart- 
ily reiterate the prayer of the primitive suppliants, 
© Lord, ever more giye us this bread.” 

I proceed, therefore, to conclude my remarks 


- 
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be master of the world, but that he also wanted to 
have a noble world to be ttitibter of: "W hill, 
therefore, he tasked 1:13 colossal power to the bt- 
most, in multiplying the number of his conguess, 
he also 8ought, with equal avidity, to enlighten 
the minds and improve the condition of those 
whom he 8ubjected to his dominion. This was'a 
noble trait in the character of this wonderful man. 
It is one of the principal honors which posterity 
will associate with the remembrance of his name, 
and of the exploits in his unparalleled career. 
Though his path lay through slaughter and blood, 
he meant it should terminate in the enlighten- 
ment and happiness of kis race. With little things 
and petty interests his great mind could not busy 
itself, The destiny of the world was scarcel 
large enough for the grasp of his gigantick intel- 
lect. 

Now, according to all limitarian doctrines, the 
world which Jesus came to save was infinitely be- 
neath his notice. It was an entire mass of moral 
corruption, composed throughout of a race of be- 
ings, all of which were essentially and totally de- 
praved. Not one among the whole possessed n 
particle of any thing that was good. Now guch a 
world, I contend, was vastly beneath the attention 
of the Son of God. His exalted character and 
powers demanded a more elevated. object—one 
pos8essing intrinsic moral yalue. 'This, however, 
according to Limitarianism, was not the character 
of the world which Christ came to save, and for 
which he toiled, and 8uffered, and died. 

No ; it was one directly the reverse of this— 
one that possess8ed no moral yalue at all, It was 
worth nothing. It was incapable of spiritual sal- 
vation. In fact, there was nothing to 8ave thus, 
except moral corruption, a useless, and worse 
than useless, collection of rubbish, which had lost 
every particle of its value, 8ome four thougsand 
years before the advent of Jesus. It was, there- 
fore, not worth the labors and sacrifices which he 
bestowed upon it. His miracles were the result 
of a mere waste of power, and his ministry bore 
no marks of discretion or of enlightened good- 
ness. 


*, 


But very different from these are the represen- 
tations of the true-doctrine of Christ—that of uni- 
versal grace and salvation. According to these 
his mission was.no less the dictate of wisdom an 
prudence, of a judicious and 8ound policy, than of 
It teaches that_all men are 


on the 8uperiority of the Redeemer, with respect | 
to the system of doctrine which he inculcated- 
during his ministry, and which he left to his fol-; 
lowers, as the directory of their faith and conduct, ! 
and the great source of their support aud 80lace 
in the world. One prominent feature of this sys- | 


tem, as we have already seen, was the doctrine 
of the salvation of the world—not by works of 


righteousness performed by the. creature, but by 
the free, efficacious grace of God, as revealed in 
the works of Jesns himself,, In plain language, it 
wes Universaliem. 

In my last, T considered the pre-eminence of 
this 8cheme of doctrine in relation to its represen- 
tations of man. T shall, in the next place, survey 
it in regard to its description of Christ, the Author 
and Finisher of our faith. It ascribes to him a 
character and an office altogether lovely, worthy 


of our warmest esteem, of our highest admiration : 
It exhibits him as truly * the? 


and confidence. 
friend of 8inners,” and *the Savior of the world, 
and another fact, not less honorable to him, is, it 
describes, as we have before 8een, a world worthy 
of his friendship, and worthy of being saved by 
him. | 

It has been 8aid of Napoleon, that he wanted to 


| their existence. 


economy and orgy. 
the offspring of God; that they till bear his 
image, by the possession of an intellectual and 
moral nature, susceptible of a high, but indefinite 
measure of cultivation and improvement ; that 
they are all destined to know hun, to glorify and 
enjoy him forever, and that ey need oy to have 
these great truths impressed wp an p12 prof 
menta]ly upon their minds and affections, to love 
him with all their hearts, and to serve him, *1n 
righteousness and true holiness, all the days of 
their lives, and throughout the whole futurstion of 

Again. This doctrine is pre-eminent in the views 
it presents of the threatenings and promises of the 
bibje. All partial schemes 1epresent these to be 
at variance—utterly opposed to each other, with 
respect, at least, to their ultimate designs. One 
8eeks the ruin, the other, the salvation of the sin- 
ner. One aims at peopling the dominions of 
eternal woe—the other, the realms of endless 
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beatitude. A strange contrast this, in the ._de- 
Bighs and efforts of the accredited ministers of the | 
will of God! This difficulty, however, disappears 
at once, when brought into the light of universal 
grace. Inthis it is seen, that the threatenings and 
romises. of God's word perfectly harmonize. 
hey are not f Sj and-clashing agents.” No; 
they are cordially united in the furtherance of a 
common object, the subjugation of sinners to the 
authority of Heaven. They both exert their ener- 
gies in aid of the cause of salvation. 'They. are 
only different means, in the divine hand, of effect- 
ing the same thing—the repentance, - reformation, 
and final good of all who are the subjects of them. 
Under their administration, * mercy and truth 
meet together—righteousness and peace embrace 
each other.” God is, in reality, no less mercifu] 
when he punishes, than when he rewards, In' 
both cages, © he is good* and doeth good,” and * his 
tender mercies are equally over all his works.” 

I remark further, that the doctrine of universal 
mercy gives a more cons1stent office to faith and 
repentance, In every other scheme, these are 
made conditions of pardon and final salvation, and 
considered as acts of the sinner, antecedent to 
the exercise of the divine favor in his behalf. 
Hence, they are not only the conditions of pardon 
and salvation, but the procuring causes of them. 
This, as I have just hinted, ascribes to these 
Christian virtues "an inconsistent office. It 
mounts them on the throne, and clothes them with 
the. power which belongs exclusively. to. Christ. 
He-is -the Savior, and the only Savior of sinners. 
There is-no other name.nor power by which they 
can be .saved. Now Universaligm gives to the 
Savior of the world the honor which is due to his 
name, and at the s8ame time, assigns' to faith and 
repentance a svitable place and a consistent office. 
It teaches that they are not, properly speaking, 
conditions of salvation, but consequences result- 
ing..from an acquaintance. with the divine good- 
ness, and the fulness. of his grace, revealed to the 
world in the Lord. Jesus Christ. It represents 
them as the fruits of the saivation which the grace 
of God brings to sinners—not as the eonditions 
upon. which he will exert his saving fayor in their 
behalf. | | 

Another obvious superiority of this doctrine, 1s 
its tendency to awaken and cherish-a spirit of 
pure, elevated, and uniform piety and moral vir- 
tue. It exhibits God as the Father and Friend 
of every 'man, now and forever,- and all men as 
brethren, destined to outlive their antipathies and 
bickerings, to: become cordial and happy as80ci- 
ates, and to dwell together in perfect harmony and 
love through eternity. Its natural tendency, there- 

fore, we cannot but perceive, is. to awaken in 
every human heart piety to God and good will to 
all men ; whereas Limitarianism, even in its best 
form, is capable of producing this desirable state 
_ of -mind;' at most; in ome men only, and that in 
respect to but ous of our race. 

I will only add; in-conclusion, that the doctrine 
of universal - and effective grace is pre-eminently 
calculated-to 'awaken and foster 'sentiments of 
humility- and patience, to impart support and 80l- 
- ace: in \Seasons of adversity and: sorrow, and to 
diffuse hope and resignation:through the 80ul in 
the hour” of death. 'This remark does not, I am 
aware,” accord with popular opinion. The. mass 
of "community have been made: to: believe the 


They have only to cultivate and i 


very reverse of this. Unacquainted with tho 
nature and tendency of the principles of Univer- 
8alists, it is 8upposed that the approach of death 


must be exceedingly terrible to them—that it is 


mpossible they should meet it with as composed 
and happy a frame of mind as believers in endless 
misery can! This is eurprising. It is truly un- 
accountable. In the-name of all that is reasona- 
ble, what is there, in the horrid tenet of never- 
ending torment, to compose the mind, and render 
it happy. on the approach of 'death? There "is 
certainly nothing. There 1s every thing to alarm, 
to distract, to overwhelm the feelings of the dying, 
but not a vestage of any thing to tranquillize and 
gooth them at this trying juncture. | 

Limitarians, I know, sometimes die in peace; but 
their repose is not drawn from their behef in eter- 
nal misery. No; not a particle of it. The thing 
is utterly impossible. I never heard it svggested 
by an expiring fellow-being. All the support and 
comfort enjoyed on a bed of death, by believers in 
endless torments, is derived from the hope of es- 
caping this merciless and insufferable catastrophe. 
Paint the pains of hell forever in the vivid and 
burning, colors of high-wrought descriptions ; 
disconnect them from all hope of mercy and sal- 
vation, and then hold them up before the fading 
vision of the dying man. What will be the re- 
gult 2 Will they calm his heaving breast ? Will 
they hush the agitations of his mind, or pour one 
balm into his throbbing heart? O, no; they will 
plunge him into the very: depths of horror. Deg- 
pair will step forward and fasten its fatal fangs 
deep and incurably in his 8oul. Alas! we have 
yet to learn, that the doctrine of interminable 
torment has the least conceivable tendency to 
afford snpport and peace in a dying hour. 

But how different is the case with respect to 
Universalism! 'This is intrinsically armed with 
a power to fortify, and quiet, and comfort the mind 
in its conflict with death. 'These are its legiti- 
mate productions. It must be perverted or mis- 
apprehended, not to .produce these effects, It 
can of itself produce no_ other. The dying Uni- 
versalist feels like an absent child going home to 
its father's house. He is leaving the fatigues, 
and disappointments, and pains of the world, for 
the rest and glories of Heaven. I have geen 
many. believers in this doctrine on their death- 
beds, but not one who was not calm and happy ; 
while great numbers have gone off in the fl 
triumphs of a transporting as8urance. - All this 
is perfectly natural—what every one acquainted 
with the subject must anticipate as the. results of 
a _cherished confidence in- the great trutha-dis- 
closed in the gospel of universal mercy, . 'The 
is nothing in the faith of a regl Universaliat to 
make him otherwise than contented in life, and 
resigned and happy in death. 4 of 

A word more, and I haye done, It is a fact too 
obvious, to be denied, that this doctrine. already 
has the pre-eminence in the prevailing AR, 
of the community. The great battle with regpect, 
to religious theories has been fought and won, 
The field is in the hands of liberal- Christians. 
ve it, to 
guard and defend it by the holiness of their lives, 


and they will not only reap its mellow and delicious 
fruits themselves, but transmit them, inall their 
richness and variety, to the long succession of 
generations yet to come, ; 
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Liberality in religious sentiments is every where 
the. order of the day. It is the great pervading 
8pirit of the age, especially in our own community ; 
and nothing but Universality itself is liberal 
enough to meet the demands of the public mind, 
Exintog facts abundantly prove the truth of this 
remark ;-and facts are stubborn things—quite too 
unyielding to be silenced, or kept long out of sight. 

at, in these days, is the prevailing inquiry 
on the choice of a clergyman ? Is it whether he 
is 8trenuously orthodox—rigididly discriminating 
in his opinions? No; but, 1s he liberal? This 
is the absorbing question, If Calvinistic, he must 
be thought a liberal Calvinist, or there are but few 
laces where he can-gain a settlement, or retain 
it for any length of time if he does. , 

So, if one who passes under the denomination 
of a liberal Christian, is to be placed over a people, 
the multitude must be made to believe that he is 
in reality a Universalist, or his case will, in most 
instances, be hopeless. They will not support 
him on any other grounds. And why are these 
things 802 Because Universality has a firm hold 
on the feelings, and exerts a controlling influence 
over the sympathies of the” public mind. Hence 
it follows, that, in the deep sentiments of the com- 
munity, Universalism, or, which is the same thing, 
the salvation of the world by Christ, has the pre- 
eminence. 8, + 
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ADD TO YOUR FAITH VIRTUE” 


A Good faith imparts goodness to the heart. But 
faith, simply, however good, however strong and 
steadfast, is not sufficient of itself to constitute 
a fintghed Christian—*a perfect man in Christ 
Jesus.' Something must be added. Says Paul, 
* Add to your faith.” It is good—it is precious ; 
but add to ut ; reduce it to practice; rest not 
satisfied with faith merely ; but do good, and com- 
municate. good. to all, as you have means and 
opportunity. 
he Universalist, in particular, is called upon to 
do this. He has nothing to hinder him; he cannot 
ibly have any excuse. His faith is not emall, 
at large. He regards all men as brethren, and 
heirs of the s8ame inheritance. 'Then .let him 
go to work, and act out his faith fully and fairly, 
d he will be a Universalist in spirit and in truth 


as God is merciful.” 

The Universalist has the most flattering pros- 
pects; he has nothing to discourage, but every 
thing to encourage him. For his work he believes 
He finds a present and full reward. He believes 
that the gervice itself is joy and happiness. Is: 
the reader a Universalzst ? Then let him present 


good works. EPSILON. 
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EXCUSE FOR NEGLECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
NUMBER 11L. 


7 
e. will be a *perfect man;? he will be *perfect 
even as God is perfect ;? he will be *merciful even 
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not to attend, and desire gome excuse ſor remain- 
ing at bome, generally find the weather svited to 
their convenience ; and with such it is always too 
hot or too cold; too wet or too dusty ; too windy 
or too 8ultry. 

Almost ull classes of society think that un- 
pleasant weather is a sufficient excuse for remain- 
ing at home on the Sabbath. It is sorme times the 
case, that the weather is 80 inclement, that it 
would be an act of imprudence for females to 
venture from home ; then they are justified in ab- 
senting themselves from the house of worship. 
Not 80 with men. .The weather is seldom 80 
stormy on the Sabbath, but that, if it was a day of 
business, the man of business would have pursued 
his calling, and the man of pleasure, his enjoy- 
ments, without fear and without danger. 

And, besides, you do, ftiot consider, that your 
minister must undergo the same preparation as on 
a pleasant day ; and his disappointment, occasioned 
by & thin congregation, you can never feel. A 
rainy day, bare walls, and empty seats, are too 
much for his peace. Either of these alone could 
be supported, but altogether, they are overwhelm- 
ing. And, could the writer of these articles have 
his choice, he would prefer preaching to the pews 
in pleasant weather ; the pleasant day would then 
make 8ome amends, M. H. $. 


THE YOUNG WIFE. 


THE young wife should remember that he has 
chosen her own lot in life ; 8she has connected it 
with her husband, and, if by the decree of an all- 
wise Providence, he becomes erbarrassed,'it 'is 
her daty to aid him by her kindness—not to mutter 
or oppress him by her ill temper. Upon the male 
8ex, the task of providing means of subeis- 
tence is, in civilized society, almost exclugively 
impozsed ; and, consequently, when they become 
distressed, and have not wherewithal to provide 
for their partners, they suffer vic They have 
not only their privations to regret, but yours also ; 
and the world's frown, and the world's—often- 
times unjust—censure, falls exclusively upon the 
husband. The wife can hide 'herself from the 
world, but the husband must face its pride, 'its 
prosperity. May all young wives be permanently 
dex. ge + but, for their own 8akes, and for the 

onor of womanhood, we admonish them not to 
let adversity, should it unfortunately lay its iron 
hand upon them, induce them to depart from that 
affectionate conduct, in word or deed, which they 
owe to their husbands, and conduct themselves in 
such a manner as to do away with the truth of the 
old proverb—* When comes in'at the door, 
love flies out at the window.” 


'-A CURE FOR ENVY. 


DosT thou envy another's wealth ? Be as indus- 
trious, as prudent, and as persevering as he, and 
then thou shalt find thy disorder gradually to abate, 
and finally entirely 8ubside. Dost thou envy 
another for the beauty of their-person ? Study 
the philosophy ' of the eye, and then shalt thou 
learn that beauty lives only among -the virtues, 


Tax 8econd excuse. to be noticed is connected 
with the weather. Many cannot consent to at- 
tend meeting, nnless the weather is remarkably 
pleasant. And those who wish not to incur- the! 
' charge of contempt for public worship—who wish 


which is a 8ure antidote to the malignant poison 
of 'thy disorder. Dost thou envy 'another's good 
name? Be'asy a8Just, and as-ugeful as he, 
-and thy health be as fresh as the morning 
ro8e. 
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THE MOTHER?'S DIFFICULTIES. 
NUMBER 11, 


Ir has been correctly 8tated, that * a parent is much 
more prone to'be fatally indulgent, if a child is of a 
feeble aud sickly constitution. Such children are 
very generally spoiled. How strange, when God, 
in his mysterious providence, lays his hand -upon 
8ome little one, and causes it to languish in weak- 
ness and in 8ufferiug, that the parent, on that very 
account, should ney that child's welfare, and 
allow its ' to grow unchecked—its will to 
be 8tubborn and unsubdued. The mother perhaps 
is willing to do her duty, with her more robnst 
80n. She will do all in her power to control his 
| and make him a good and happy boy. 

he poor little 8ufferer she will indulge in all 

ts caprices, till passion is strong and irritability is 
unconquerable, and the deeper gorrows of the mind 
are thus added to the pains and weakness of the 
ben. © O, how much cruelty there is in the 
world, which goes by the false name of tenderness 


w 


child? You are to that child a 


ardian an 
on, you enforce 
if be neces- 


or love! Mother, have you n sick and _ 


If 


ws, 
rele 
bleness, and to promote its mi ; 


ir Pneonerda d evet 
thor , and even a poor 

epild, when ick ? How unfeeling! * There— 
there is the difficulty. Unkind, to do all in your 
what by make ur child EE _—— - 

e we will snppose, cuts deeply her hand. 
Her mother is 80 bevy oe $he will not let a pby- 
sician be called, for fear he should hurt her daughter 
in probing and dressing the wound. aft} 
day, this kind mother beholds the increasing and 
extending inflamation. She etrives, in her igno- 
rance, to a88uage the agony of the wound, till, after 
many days © corangorry Yep mewn the physi- 
cian is called, to save her daughter's life, by am- 
putating the limb. When the accident first oc- 
cured, a few moments of attention and trifling 
pain would have prevented all these dreadful coa- 


gequences. _ 
©But the conduct of that mother is far more 
cruel, who will allow the mind's in 10n to in- 


crease and extend unchecked—who, rather than 
inflict the momentary pain which is "to 
8nbdue the 8tubborn will, and allay irritation, will 
allow the moral disorder to-gain 8uch s8trength, as 
to be incurable. The consequences thus resulting 
are far more disastrous. ere is no cruelty 80 

destructive as this. 
Yet let it not be s8upposed that austerity is re- 
 comended. 'This is jp patent > and is always to 
be avoided. Let the tones of the voice be affec- 
tionate and goothing. Let the mother sympathise, 
with her whole heart, in the trials and 8ufferings 
of her child. Let her be ingenious in devices for 
Its amugement. But let her not ruin her precious 
_ treagu! A 1dulging it in peevishiess or disobe- 
_dience. Your child cannot possibly be happy, 
taught to gubdue his pagsions, and'to be 


took whatever medicine was prescribed 
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obedient Up your tra We ne. have kindness, 
gentleness, a ve, ever diffusing joy through 
the farnil circle. But if you was. gee your 
children happy and be happy yourself, you must, 
when your children are in sickness, as.” as 
when they are in health, summon sufficient reso- 
lution to ensure propriety of behavior and 'obe- 
dience to your commands. 
*Be firm, then, in doing your duty, invariably. 
Never refrain from governing your child, because 


'it is painful to maternal feelings. It is certainly 


wisely ordered by Providence, that it should be 
painful to a parent's heart to inflict suffering upon 
a child. He who can punish without sympathy, 
without emotions of sorrow, cannot punish with'a 
right spirit. Even our Father in Heaven does not 
willingly afflict his children. But does he, on that 
account, withhold his discipline, and allow us to 
go on in sin unpunished? We must, in earnest 
prayer, look to him for strength and wisdom, and 
religiously do our duty. We must be willing to 
have our own hearts bleed, if we can thus-save - 
our children from the ravages of those passions, 
which, unchecked, will ruin their usefulness and 
ce, | 
* A child, a sbort time since, was taken sick with 
that dangerous disorder, the cronp. It was achild 
most ardently beloved, and ordinarily very 'obe- 
dient. But, in this 8tate of uneasiness and pain, he 
refused 1o take the medicine, which it was need- 
ful, without delay, to adrhinister. The father, 
finding him resolute, immediately puniched his 
8ick and snffering son. Under these circumstances, 
and fearing that his 80n might soon die, it must 
have been a moxst severe trial to the father. But 


! | the consequence was, that the child was taught 


that 8ickness was no excuse for disobedience. 
And, while his sickness continued, he promptly 
ibed, and was 
_—_ and submissive. Soon the child was well. 
any one 8ay this was cruel? It was one of 

the noblest acts of kindness which could have been 
rformed. Tf the father bad shrunk from duty 
ere, it is by no means improbable, that the life of 
the child would have been the forfeit. And this 
is the way to acquire — of resolution—by 
pens. 8trength of resolution in every case. 

e must readily and promptly do our duty, be it 
ever 80 painful, *- : 

8. * Another great obstacle in the way of training 
up & happy and virtuous family, 1s the occastonal 
want of harmony between parents, on the 8ubyect of 
education. Sometimes, when a father is anxious 
to do his duty, the mother js a weak and foolish 
woman, who thinks that every punishment and 
deprivation of indulgence is cruelty to her children. 
And, when any one of them is punisbed, sbe will, 

her caresses, do away the effect of the disci- 
ine, and convey to the mind of the child the 
impression, that his father js cruel and unjust. A 
man who has formed 80 unhappy a connexion, is 
indeed in a{deplorable condition.” And, it his wife 
is incapable of being convinced of the ruinous 
Ren of snch a course, he must take upon 
himself the whole duty of 'gove t. But, as 1 
am not'now writing to' fathers, T must turn from 
this case to another. Tt not unfrequently bap- 
pens, that n judicious and faithful mother is con- 
nected with a husband, whose 'principles and-ex- 
ample are any thing but what she could desire. 
In 8uch cages, 'hot only does 'the whole govern- 
ment of the family devolve: upon the mother, but 
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the influence of the father js 8uch, as, in. a great 
degree, to counteract all her exertious. 'This is 
indeed a trying situation. It is, however, far from 
being a hopeless one. You must not give up in 
despair, but-let the emergencies of the case rouse 
you to more constant watchfulness, and more per- 
8evering and vigorous effort, If a wife be judicious 
and consistent in her exertions, in almost all cases 
a father will soon feel confidence in her manage- 
ment of her family, and will very gladly allow her 
to bear all the bnrden of taking care of the child- 
ren, Such a father is almost. necessarily much 
of the time absent from home, and when at home 
is not often in a mood to enjoy the society, of his 
family. Let 8uch a mother teach her children to 
be quiet and till when their father is present. 
Let her make every effort to accustom them to 
habits of industry. And let her do every thing in 
her power to induce them to be respectful, and 
obedient, and affectionate to their father. _ 'This 
course is indeed the best which can be adopted, 
to reclaim the unhappy parent. The more cheerful 
you can make home to him, the stronger are the 
inducements which are presented to draw him 
away from 8cenes into which ' he ought not to 
enter. 

Jt is-true, there is no situation more difficult 
than the- one we are now describing. But that 
even these difficulties are not insurmountable, ſacts 
have not unfrequently proved. Many cases occur, 
in which the mother triumphantly surmounts them 
all, and rears up a virtuous and happy family. Her 
husband is most brutally intemperate ; and I need 
not here depict the scenes through which such a 
mether is called to pass. She -sees, however, that 
the welfare of the family is dependent upon her, 
and accordingly nerves her heart, resolutely, to 
meet her responsibilities. She commences, in the 
earliest infancy of her children, teaching them 1m- 
plicit obedience. She binds them to her with 
those ties, from. which they never would be able 
or desirous to break. 'The most abundant success 
rewards her efforts. 'The older her children grow, 
the more respectful and attentive they become ; 
for the more clearly they see, that they are indebted 
to their mother. for salvation from their. father's 
disgrace and woe. Every 8orrow of such a mother 
is alleviated by the sgympathy and affection of her 
g0ns. She looks around upon them with feelings 
of maternal gratification, which no language can 
describe. 'They feel the. worth and the dignity of 
her character. Though her situation in life inay 
be humble, and though her mind may not be 
stored with knowledge, her moral worth, and her 
judicious government, commands their reverence. 

{In a family of this 8ort, in a neighboring state, 
one cold December night, the mother was sitting 
alone by the fire, between the hours of nine. and 
ten, waiting for the return of her absent husband. 
Her 80ns; fatigued with the Jabors of the day, had 
all-retired to rest. | A little before ten, her husband 
came in from the neighboring store, where he had 
pong the evening with his. degraded asgociates. 

e insisted upon calling up the boys at that un- 
reasonable hour, to send into the wood lot, for a 
load of wood. Though there was an ample sup- 
ply of fuel at the house, he would not listen to 
reason, but. stamped and swore that the boys 
8hould go. - The mother, finding it utterly in vain 
to op his wishes, called her sons, and told 


them that their father insisted upon their-going 
with the team to- the wood lot. She —_ 


e to 
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them kindly—told them she -was #orry they- must 
go ; * but,” eaid 8he, © Remember that he is your 


father.” Her gons were full grown young meti, 
But at their mother's voice they -immediately rose, 
and, without a murmer, brought out the oxen, and 
went to the woods. | 'They had perfect confidence 
in her judgment, and. her management. While 
they were, absent, their mother was busy in ,pre- 
paring an inviting supper for them, upon, their re- 
turn.  'The drunken father s00n retired. About 
midnight the 8ons finished their task, and entering 
the house, found their mother ready to receive them 
with cheerfulness and smiles. A bright fire was 
blazing on the hearth, The room was warm and 
pleasant. With keen appetites, and that cheer- 
tulness of spirits which generally accompanies 
the performance of duty, those, children sat down 
with their much loved parent to the repast she had 
provided, aud 80on after all were-reposing in the 
quietude and the silence, of sleep. 4-7 

* Many a mother has thus been the guardian. 
the 8avior of her family. . She has brought up her 
80ns to industry, and her daughters to virtue. And 
in her. old age, he has reaped a rich reward for 
all her toil, in the .affections and the attentions of 
her grateful children. She has struggled, in-tears 
and discouragement, for many weary years, till at 
last God has dispelled all the gloom, and filled the 
heart with joy, in witnessing the blessed results of 
her fidelity. ; Be not, therefore, desponding. That 
which has once been done, may be done again. 

© From what has been said, it appears that 8elf- 
control and resolution_ are the two. all-important 
requisites in, family.goyernment. . With these two 
qualifications, which a person is, inexcusable. in 
not posses8ing, . almost every other obstacle may 
be surmounted. Without these, your toll and 
Solicitude will, in all probability, be in vain. 

* Yourfaithful exertions, attended with God's or- 
dinary blessing, will open to you daily new 8ource 
of enjoyment, in the unfolding virtues and Fin 
ing taculties of your .children. Your-  decisive 
government will most undoubtedly be rewarded 
with the-affection and respect of those whom you 
are training up to usefulness and happiness. And 
when old age comes, \your children will welcome 
has to their homes, and rejoice to give you a geat 

y. their fire-side, and by unremitted attentions 
will do all in their Jour to proye how deeply 
they feel the debt of gratitude, which never can 
be fully repaid. . Such joys will obliterate the 
remembrance. of all present_toils and sorrows. 
Let these hopes cheer you to go on rejoicing in the 
path of daty,” Place your trust and confidence 
in God, and, though your burden may be heavy, 
and your path rugged, he will. give you th& eom- 
forts of hope, and 8trength equal to your day... 

- _ -, SIGMA. 
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EPISTLES TO FEMALES. 
NUMBER II. | 

ResPEcTED, FRIENDS :—In accordance; with the 
promise made. in my last epistle, I proceed. to 
oint out some other respects in which. you can 
1mpfove 'the morals of society, by exerting your 

influence. - . | 
Man is & social. being. A large. amount of his 
present happiness is derived from the exercise-:of 
that principle of as8ociation which the Creator has 
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wigely given him, Woman was formed for an 
help meet for man. She is to be a sharer in his 
comforts, and the participator of all his s8orrows 
and afflictions. - And, as your scciety and approba- 
tion make up a large portion of his felicity, you 
have the power in your hanas of doing much good. 
Your 8vciety will be 8ought by young men. 'Dhey 
will wish you to-extend to them your affections, 
your 8ympathy, your heart. But this you ought 
not to do, unless they are deserving of the sacri- 
fice. No prudent young woman would for one 
moment think of throwing herself into the em- 
braces of one who has no fixed moral principle— 
who is indolent, imprudent, licentious, profane, 
intemperate. Now, if you make virtue, industry, 
prudence, economy, and temperance, a condition 
of extending:your heart and hand to a young man, 
to be his companion for life,' as he cannot be hap- 
py without your s8ociety, he will conform to the 
conditions, in order to obtain the prize. 

-T know that many young females are disposed 
to think, that, if they marry a vicious young man, 
they will have sufficient influence over him to pro- 
duce a reforin. But in this they are mistaken. 


If an individual will not reform to obtain what he - 


desires, he will not reform after he has obtained it. 


I have in my mind, at this time,. a case illustra- | 


tive of this point. A young female of my ac- 
quaintance received the addresses of a young 
gentleman who was addicted to the vice of m- 
temperance. Her friends_ renzonstrated against 
their proposed union. But she was deaf to all 
their entreaties. She vainly immagined, that 1t 
was in her power to reform him. But, alas! She 
was deceived. They were married. But she is 
no longe | 
happy female she once was. No. Disappointed 
hopes, an imbecile mind, a broken constitution, 
and thick, dark, black despair, are now her com- 
panions. And why this great change? The 
story may be told in one simple Sentence :—her 
husband is a drunkard—a confirmed 8ot. He 
prefers the grog shop to his home—the tavern to 
the domestic fireside ! 

Aye, more ; he has forsaken the one he vowed 
to provnt clierish, and love. He has ieft her 
with a number of little ones, who are worse than 


fatherless. They have a father, but he is a brute. | P 


He is worse than an infidel ; for he has neglected 
to provide for those of his own household. The 
mother is now left to support her pitiful children, 
by her own industry, and the beneyolence of her 
friends. This picture is drawn from real life, 
And for the truth of the narative ' there are many 
living vouchers, besides the writer'oof this. 'Then, 
young women, withold your hands, affections, ap- 
robation, and encouragement, from the intemper- 
ate young man who seeks your 8ociety. But lend 
him your sympathies and good wishes, and whole- 
80me advice; for he has need of them all. Pur- 
8uve this course, my fair friends, and 800n, very 
800n, the morals of society will wear a different 
complexion. Again, In eradicating the cold, 
chilling 8entiment of infidelity, you can do much. 
Your mfluence. is needed, and, if exerted, will be 
felt. Infidelity cannot grow and prosper, unless 
the females give it their countenance and gupport. 
If you instil into the minds of children the pure 
principles: of our holy religion, there will be no 
_ —_ for infidelity, It will perish for want 
of earth. 


the blooming, healthy, cheerful, and 


But 8ome of you ma "ry 
Whatis there in infidelit "1 


No one can consistently dispute this, who is 


familliar with the history of the world. Not. a 
great many years since, it was decided, by 8ome 
in foreign countries, that women had no s0uls, and 
were not subjects of salvation, but perished like 
the brutes. And even in our own happy land, it 
was once thought to be of little or no importance 
to educate females. But for the honor of human 
nature be it spoken, these days of darkness and 
. >othoga have been chased away, by the bright 
shining of the gospel. Religion has uttered her 
voice, and, in clear and deffinite language, has 
proclaimed to the sons of earth, that there is no 
difference between male and female, in this re- 
gpect, but all are one in Christ. 

Even now, at this present time, in 80me 
of the world where the gospel hath not ﬆh 
women are reduced to a level with the brutes. 
We are informed, by. a credible historian, that in 
Hindostin, women have been seen yolked with 
mules, fastened to ploughs, and driven by their 
own husbands. In those countries, the inhabitants 
take no more notice of the murder of a female, 
by her own husband, or any one else, than they 
would of the death of an ox. But, wherever the 
gospel hath shined on those lands, these barba- 
rous practices have passed into nonentity. Eno 
has been 8aid to show most clearly, that 
exaltation of females, in this country and in other 
arts of the world, is owing to the gospel. 

Then, my fair friends, bind the gospel to your 
hearts. Preach it in the domestic circle,” and to 
the world, by your example, Your example has 
more inizuence than you are aware of In many 
instances, it is imitated by the other 8ex. See, 
then, that you set them a pattern worthy of their 
imitation. Once more. You may do mnch in 
arresting the tide of 8uperstition, bigotry, and 
fanaticism, which is abroad in the world. Fanati- 
cism can prosper no better than infidelity, without 
the influence of females. 'The supporters of re- 
ligious enthusaism are aware of this. Therefore, 
in one of their meetings, they passed a number of 
resolves, and among the many was the following : 
—* We must do all we can to 8ecure the influence 
of the women !? 

What could all the ministers in the world do 
towards getting up a revival or excitement, if the 
ladies did not assist, or were opposed to it? 
Nothing at all. Children would not believe the 
ministers, if it were not for their mothers. And, 
in nine cases out of ten, young men would not 
attend 8uch meetings, if the young ladies did not. 


rts 


THE UNIVERSALIST, AND 


— 


eee nn Eot—_—_ 


You all know, that not a few men support preach- 
ing which they do not believe, barely to please- 
their wives. Let the females withhold their counte- 
nance and approbation from fanaticism, and it will 
very 800n go, like the 1dols'named by the old 
prophet, *to the moles and to the bats.” 

eed I 8top to describe the evil effects of fanati- 
ciem? I trustnot. The horrid picture is already 
before you. In view of it, my heart sickens. 
When I-contemplate the large number of deaths 
it has occasioned, and view its numerous victims, 
which now crowd our insane houses, and witness 
the wretchedness and despair which it has brought 
upon many a happy family, I imperceptibly ex- 
claim, * My God, stretch forth thine omnipotent 
arm, and stay the progress of this pestilence, which 
walks in darkness, and wasteth the fairest flowers 
of creation, even at noonday. 

Having shown that female influence is great; 
and that, if exerted aright, it will be productive of 
much good, I shall bring these epistles to a close, 
by offering a few words of wholesome advice. 
But as I have already extended this one beyond 
its destined limits, I will defer the counsel I pro- 
pose to offer until my next. D. D. $. 
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FRIENDSHIP. 


THERE is no pleasure in this weary world, more 
worthy, to be 8ought for, or whit deserves the 
name of happiness, more than that which is to be 
found in the society of those who have proved 
themselves FRIENDS. It is then that we feel as 
- though we had reached the long-wished for haven 
of earthly happiness. But, alas! how few are to 
be found, who remain truly faithful to the trust 
reposed iu them! How few are truly worthy of 
our confidence! Few indeed are they who will 
MIR with us in prosperity, and extend the arm 
of consolation to assnage our grief in the hour of 
adversity. Many indeed there are, who assume 
the name, and extend the hand of professed 
friendship, with 80 much apparent sincerity, as to 
win our confidence ere we are aware; and we are 
made too late to feel, that we have reposed on a 
broken reed, and that the object of our regard 
80ught our confidence and friendship only to 
betray us and to promote their own selfish interest. 
And when the distressing events of life, and the 
frowns of fortune, fall upon us, in which we need 
their sustaining 8uccor, we find ourselves left to. 
feel the pangs of regret, alone, But when we 
have been 80 CR as to confide in those by 
whom our regard is appreciated, and in whom we 
have placed unbounded confidence, without 'dis- 
appointment, who, when in adversity and 8orrow, 
gupported and lead us to peace and resignation, 
then, indeed, we may call ourselves blessed and 
happy. 
tab pos8ecs8ion of such friends, we look for- 
ward with hope, and reflect with satisfaction on 
past-enjoyments ; and we feel that even in this 
world there is no cup of sorrow unmingled with 
pleasure, | 
In the . vicissitudes and FRanges incident to 
human life—in the numerous disappointments, 
gorrows, and afflictions, which we are destined to 
endure, what can cheer the mind, raise the droop- 
ing 80u], caim the agitated bosom, and throw a 


cheering light on the future, like the sympathies 


and kind offices of a dear and much loved friend ? 
Oh, ramnpsnie! thou heaven-born maid, visit 
thou the abode of misery ; wipe the tear from 
8orrow's eye; chase away the anguish of despair, 
and sweeten the cup of affliction with thine all- 
80othing balm. And when giddy youth shall 
leave the paths of virtue and honor, to wander on 
the barren, yet alluring wilds of vice and folly, 
let thy healing influence take possession of his 
80ul, and lead him back to honor and respectability. 
When fickle fortune deserts the good, and leaves 
their tender ones without, a home, be thou near to 
afford the aid of thy supporting arm, and: to offer 
the consolation of thy sustaining influence. . And 
when mortality shall fail, and the-lamp of life does 
but faintly glimmer in this feeble frame, let that 
blessed hope, which thine influence inspires, be 
with us, and bid us wing our way to worlds beyond 
the 8sun—to live and reign in never-ending bliss, 
with him who is the impartial and never failing 
FRIEND of all. AUGUSTUS. 
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CONGRATULATORY, 


Mr. SmiTr :—permit me. to congratulate the 
readers of your valuable paper on the devotion of 
a part of its columns to the ladies, and to express 
a hope, that they will endeayor to assist in render- 
ing this portion of it amusing and. instructive, by 
their own contributions. 'There can be no doubt, 
that many of the readers of the UniversaLrtsT are 
able to contribute largely to the variety and im- 
portance of the matter in its columns, and thus to 
assist you in the laborious task of editing the work. 

To the ladies I would suggest the propriety of 
devoting a few leigure hours to writing for the 
female department, believing that they will be 
more interested in the paper, and be more useful 
to their fellow-creatures, by this course, than by 
merely reading the thoughts of others, 

A paper of this description has long been need- 
ed, and I trust that this effort of the editor of the 
UnivERSALIST Will be crowned with abundant 
SUCCESS. | 

Firmly believing that the dissemination of correct 
principles in theology has an important bearing 
on the happiness of mankind, I am delighted to 
8ee liberal principles advancing with the improve- 
ments of the age; and, to my mind, the universal 
adoption of the principle of love, in bringing-into 
subjection the disobedient passions of children, 
instead of the antiquated custom of using fear as a 
principle engine in the work, will go far to ad- 
vance our views of the government of God, and 
will result in the extended happiness of our race. 
'The 8snblime contemplation of the doctrine of 
God's impartial grace is every way fitted'to ani- 
mate the soul, and bring into exercise the high- 
est and purest principles of our nature. 

It is peculiarly in unison with the maternal 
character, and, when cordially received into the 
believing heart, must have extraordi effica- 
cy in 8us8taining the mother's soul under every 
Species of affliction to which 8be is liable. The 
belief, that God bears with bis disobedient children, 
and chastises them a their good, will render 
the. mother patient under the 8ufterings produced 
by her wayward offspring, and the conviction, 
that ke will eventually purity and reconcile all his 
creatures, nerve her heart to the most vigorous 
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efforts, in. bringing into the path of duty her erring 
children. ; 6 

Encouraged by past success, may you go on 
and prosper in the good work to which you are 
called, and continue to, disseminate the 
a world's salvation, till * the desert 8hall rejoice 
and blossom. like the rose,” and all sball see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. 
Is 
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WOMAN—No. 1. 


Mvucn has been 8aid, recently, on the education of 
women, and by those who are capable] of doing 
the 8ubject ju8tice ; yet much remains to be con- 
sidered, on a theme 80 fall of interest to the com- 
munity at large. Whatever tends to elevate the 
moral tone of society,, must be regarded by the 
Christian and the philanthropist with intense 
interest. The influence of woman on 8ociety is 
now universally acknowledged ; and the question 
now arises, How shall her power be most effect- 
ually turned into the channel of virtue ? 

I would say, by enlightening her understanding, 
and cultivating her heart. Much of all the misery 
in the world arises from ignorance, and few in- 
deed are the instances, I apprehend, in which 
females, whose moral powers have been once 
brought into exercise, and whose understandings 
have been informed, ever declining from the. path 
of rectitude. How important, then, that the infant 
mind be impressed with right views, and the 
moral powers early developed, in order that the 
character way be formed before temptations as8sail 
the young and inexperienced mind ! 

uch as we are pleased that the public bas in 
80mMe measure awakened to the importance of fe- 
male improvement, we are not without our fears, 
that, in leaving the contracted views of our fore- 
fathers on this 8ubject, we have fallen into an 
equally injurious error—that of gry + the orna- 
ment aud tinsel] of learning as the foundation, 
instead of the finish, of our daughters' education. 

Many, indeed, are the instances in which music, 
painting, and the languages, are studied to the ex- 
clusion of the more important branches of science. 

But by education we would comprehend far 
more than those things studied at 8chool. We 
should regard our daughters, not as mere toys for 
our amusemeut, but as intellectual beings, who 
are to become wives and mothers, and who are 
800n to lead the infant mind to virtue. Educa- 
tion, in its most enlarged 8ense, comprehends every 
thing that influences the mind, and helps to form 
the character of an individual. Hence the impor- 
tance of early impressions, as they exert an influ- 
ence on all succeeding events, and assist us in 
judging correctly, or lead us astraf in the more 
advanced period of ourexistence. Mothers are the 
first teachers of children, and to them they are 
ga. more indebted for the bias of their future 

ife, than to all other teachers put together. For 
on the right direction of the infantile mind de- 
pends, in a great degree, the influence of all after 
instruction. 7 | 

| Hence the vast importance of female education 
in —_—_ Portion of the community. No efforts 
should then bo Yperdd, fn accomplishing 80 desira- 
ble an object as the formation of .an elevated and 
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correct standard of female education. And in this 
province, permit me to say, that more is depen- 
dant upon mothers than upon . any other . class in 
the community, In the first place, then, let them 
teach their daughters, by example, that the most 
valuable of all attainments is that faculty by. which 
they render themselves useful in the yarious. 
tions to which they are called during their 80journ 

on the earth—that elegance of form, or begny of 
feature, can in_ no degree compensate for those 
virtues that should- especially adorn the female 
character—patience under sutferings, and resigna- 
tion to the will of Heaven in all the events of their 
lives. A readiness to evo our friends in every 
way in our power, a willingness- to give up our 
wishes to « bu of our friends, and a Eta es. 
fulness, are virtues that cannot be too early or too 
forcibly impressed upon the female mind. 

Man was evidently designed by the Creator as 
the head. and guardian of woman, and by. his 
sUperiority in 80me porpioinen is well fitted for 
this office. But, without derrogating in the least 
from the value of woman's peculiar characteris- 
tics, the 8uperiority above mentioned oog be 
granted, Rey the right of compliance 
established, not less for the happiness of one 
than the other. *' Let us, then, teach our daugh- 
ters, that the happiness of their fathers, husbands, 
and children, is in a great measure committed to 
their care, and that they are responsible for it, in 
as much as it is in their power to promote or des- 
troy it. If it be the duty of the father to provide 
for the maintenance of his family, it is no less the 
duty of the mother and daughters to receive those 
bien with un, ap to rg them as 
effectual as possble in supplying the numerous 
wants of the family. Our nk pr: 5 'be 
taught, that, instead of its being a disgrace to them 
to as8ist in the execution of the family arrange- 
ments, it is their highest honor to be useful to 
those dear friends who support and protect them— 
that their labors of love will produce health and 
cheerfulness, and render them beautiful in the 
eyes of men of sense, and happy in the conscious- 
ness of being useful members of society. 7, 
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BEAUTY. 


Vartovus opinions have obtained in the world con- 
cerning beauty. Some. indulge the notion, that 
true loveliness consists in the just proportions, 
correct features, and regular movements, of a per- 
gon. But, after all, the old remark is strictly true, 
*that the most beautiful women are not always the 
most fascinating. It may be added, I fear, that 
they are s8eldom 80. 'The reason is obvious. They 
are apt to rely too much on their beauty, or give 
themselves too many airs. Mere beauty ever wa: 

and ever will be, a 8econdary thing, except w 
fools. And they admire it for as little time "as 
anybody else ; perhaps not 80 long. They have 
no fancies to adorn it. If this 8econdary thing 
fall into disagreeable ways, it becomes nothing 
at all, or worse than nothi We resent the un- 
natural mixture. We shrink from it as we should 
from a serpent with a beauty's head. The 'most 
ſascimating women, generally speaking, are those 


that possess the finest powers of entertaining the 
mind. In a particular and attaching sense, they arp 
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those that can partake the pleasures and pains of 
theic friends in the liveliest and most devoted man- 
ner. Beavty is little without this. With it she 1s 
indeed triumphant, unless affection for a congenial 
object, has forestalled her. In that case, fascina- 
tion fixed, carries the day hollow against fascina- 
tion able'to fix. I speak only of hearts capable of 
being fixed, as well as fascinated. Nor are they 
go few as it is the interest of too many to repre- 
gent. A good heart, indeed, requires little to fix it, 
if the little be good, and devoted, and makes it the 
plannet round which it turns. | 

To 8um up the whole, the charms that are really 
indispensable to being beloved, may be possessed 
by every one who is not personally, or mentally, 
or morally deformed. Let us enumerate them. 

© Firstly—an eye, whet her black, blue, or grey, 
that has'the 8pirit of kindness in its expression. 

* Secondly—a mouth that is able to 8ay a good 
deal, and all sincerely. Its teeth, kept as clean 
a3 possible, must be an argument 'of cleanliness 
in general; it must also be very good-natured to 


servants, and friends that come in unexpected!y to” 


dinner. 

© Thirdly —a figure which hall preserye itself 
not by neglecting any of its desires, but by good 
taste, exercise, and the dislike of gross living. A 
woman may be fond of almost any pleasures under 
the 8un, except those of tattling, and the table, 
and ostentation. 

©Fourthly—the art of being happy at horne, and 
making that home the abode of peace. Where 
can. peace dwell if there is not piety2 These 
qualities will 8way the souls of men, when the 
8hallower perfections would cease to charm. A 
good heart is, after all, the best beautifier,' As 
none will deny the correctness of tnis latter state- 


ment, all should seek to possess a heart right in 
the 8ight of God, and a conscience void of offence 


toward men. SIGMA. 


[ FOR THE LADIES' REPOSITORY. ] 


GENTLE HINTS. 


Mx. Evrror :—With'y our permission, I will set 
before the readers of tne *Lavits? ReyosITORY' a 
few gentle hints, in the language of another. And 
* as this work is designed principally for the ladies, 
L shall aderess them particularly on the subject of 
slander. The vice 1s by no means confined to 
our 8ex—neither I trust are we most guilty. 
Would that 8ome writer who has gigantic power 
of intellect, would level his most tremendous bat- 
tery against. male slanderers. - But I will proceed, 
{to adopt theologial phraseology,) and briefly con- 
8ider the evils of this crime to the female slan- 
derer. | 

The habitual slanderer will lose her 8ensibulty. 
Much as the word has been ridiculed, we all know 
Its original signification. It is a lovely trait in the 
female character. Like the diamond, its value is 
not diminished, but rather enhanced by the multi- 
tude of counterfeits. A tear of genuine sympathy 
1s worth ten thousand flaming professions. - One 
act. of heart-felt kindness will strengthen the 
chords -of affection more - than the s8weet smiles 
and greetings that perhaps have no other mean- 
ing than to show. a fine set of teeth! 'The slan- 
derer.!. You will extract sunbeams from cucum- 
bers, 8ooner than one ray of sensibility from her. 


” 


She would not trample a- beautiful white rose 
under feet—she would not rudely brush the 
down from a butterfly's wing ; but she will wan- 
tonly sully the purity of a maiden's fame, or de- 
stroy the peace of an unprotected widow. She 
weeps over Desdemona's fate, and acts out in life 
an Iago's fiendish part. The bare mention of the 
8urgeon's dissecting room would destroy the equi- 
librium of her nervous s8ystem, and perhaps pro- 
duce a fit of hysterics; yet she can tear away, like 
a jackall, limb after limb, from character—like him, 
too, purely for amusement. . Ye, who seek for a 
soother of 8nrrow, for a being breathing tender- 
ness and love, melting at wo, yet prompt to reheve, 
take not to your bosoms a slanderer z as 80on fold 
to your hearts a venomous- 8erpent. She will 
bite like a serpent, and 8ting like an adder. 

{The slanderer cannot possess & high degree of 
mental guperiority. ' Conversation must be 8us- 
tained; those who cannot talk of things, talk of 
persons. 'They do not analyze character, however, 
for their own benefit, extracting the good, for ex- 
ample, and rejecting the bad. It 1s a kind of 
small talk, that does not enlarge the mind, or in- 
creaee its treasures. 'The mind- that dwells only 
on little things, is belittled—shrinks and shrivels 
from its original capacity, like a palm-tree trans- 
planted from its own bright, sunny clime, to the 
ungenial, frozen north. 'To' the high-minded- and 
talented, the everlasting tittle-tattle of the slan- 
derer has no zest nor raciness. | 'They may 8mile, 
but it is in pity and contempt. A emile! It 
8hould be a frown of indignation, . that shonld 
wither and petrify those who are practising such 
wanton cruelty. 

*'The moral and religious character of the slan- 
derer 1s injured, if not entirely destroyed, by the 
practice of this Cetestable vice. As the one in- 
creases, the line between truth and falsehood be- 
comes almost imperceptible; at least, the percep- 
tion is 80 exceedingly obtuse, that the beautiful 
distinctness of truth has yanished from the 80u]. 
That heaven-born charity 80 eloquently described 
by St. Paul, what place hath it in the bosom of 
the slanderer? 'To her there is no bright side of 
haman character; she knows not the pleasure of 
bringing to light noble deeds, of holding up to ad- 
miration * whatsoever things are lovely? in her 
acquaintance—* whatsoever things are of good 
report. "Through the discolored medium of her 
imagination, all persons are dark as Ethiopia's 
Sons, and she would make them appear to others 
in the same dingy disguise. Benevolence ! The 
slanderer might etrip herself of all that she pos- 
gessed, to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked ; 
yet we could not for a moment 8uppose that the 
act was dictated by benevolence ; for that pure 
Spirit could not reside in a slanderous heart. 

©Since, then, truth, intelligence and virtue, are 
not to be expected from the slanderer—since we 
all confess the enormity of the crime, let us join 
heart and hand to exterminate it from our own 
8ex, and doubtless the *lords of the creation ? will, 
as usual, goon follow our example.* At least, we 
may confidently expect such a result. mana. 


[ FOR THE LADIES' REPOSITORY. ] 


OPINION OF. THE WORLD. 


Trrkt are not & few young men in our w orld 
who think it is of no importance what opinion the 
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that woman, is lost, who is, or who professes to. be, 
indifferent about the opinion of the world; 'The 
love of reputation is one of the trees of nature's 
planting, and none of her pingte are easily rooted 
up; it often surviyes. the, hope. of life. itself, and 
the man discovers an 'earnest concern; about his 
memory, after 'he has resigned his head to the 
executioner, and his body 1o the grave. 

* I recommend not to you, my readers, that ser- 
vility of deportment, that fawnin gness of submis- 
8i0n and compliance which aims at the applause of 
every. one alike; which is "continually fearful of 
giving. offence, which shrinks from doing good, 
lest by some it might, be. misconstrued ; by that 
steadiness and -perseverance in rectitude, which 
looks, and goes, straight on, which neither courts 
nor shuns the public eye, which can rejoice in the 
addition of the praise of men to the testimony of 
a good conscience, but trembles to, think of 


world form of them. But that.* prof that man, 


purchasing the one with the loss of the other. It 


generally happens, in this case, as it did to Solo- 
mon in another. Young men who pursne virtue 
on its own account, and ask wisdom of God in the 
first place, certainly obtain what they seek and 
pray for, and they also obtain what they neither 
asked nor sought—the love of their fellow-crea- 
tures : the favor-of man; comes-unsolicited to him, 
while he was pursving a mach higher object, peace 
with God, and. peace with himself; while he who 
aimed at the inferior objectatone, misses even that 
little, and thus becomes poor indeed. We should 
never attempt to gain the favor and applause of the 
world, by quitting the faithful discharge of our 
duty ; for certain 1t is, that, though 8ome may look 
pleasantly upon 28 for:s0:doing, the most respect- 
able part of the community will -nof prize ns 80 
highly, The most 8uccessful cause for us to adopt, 
if we wish the world to form a good opinion of us, 
is to discharge faithfully and punctually all the 
duties which devolve on us, and maintain an inde- 
pendent and upright course of conduct towards all. 
In a word, we must deal * justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God.” This course will secure 
us respect and confidence, among all who main- 
tain a good 8tanding in the commnnity.. '' D. D. 8. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


©Mouxxar' is received, and $hall have a place next 
week. *H. B. S/ is unavoidably omitted. It shall 
be attended to as 800n as possible. |; 

Those of our friends'who have favored us with 
communications which haye not yet been attended 
to, will. forgive our,seeming negligence, when we 
inform them, that. the delay'in the publication of 
their 8rticles has been unavoidable. 

The * Harp of Israel is gratefully received. 
He will please accept our thanks-for-the- prompt- 
ness with which he complied with our request to 
furnish, our. carrier's new, year's address. And 
Justice requires that we should state, that the re- 
quest was made as late as 7 o'clock, P.-M., and the 
address was furnished at 9 o'clock the | next 
morning, © B*#*#*#*? has come to. hand. *L. was 
not received in 8eason for this number. We ac- 
knowledge with gratitude the receipt of the arti- 
cles from our friend in Plymouth.” We shall ex- 
pect a continuance” of her favors. 'They will 
always be acceptable, and will be perused with 
interest by-our readers. ; We hope. her example 
will be patterned by many more we could name. 
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THE WANDERER. 


IT was Autumn. The fading and falling leaves 
denoted the near approach of winter. In this 
melancholy season of the year, I was forced from 
my home—the home of my youth, or deny— the 
truth as it is in Jesus.” My tather was inexorable. 
I must abjure our glorious religion, or forever 
remain a 8tranger to my father's house. , But, O ! 
my God, how could I leave my brothers and sisters, 
friends, and home? My little sisters hung around 
me, and raising their little eyes 8wimming in in- 
fantile grief, endeavored to persuade me to remain 
with them. For a moment, I wavered; but these 
words of our dear Savior, * he that loveth father 
and mother more than me, cannot be my disciple,” 
rung in my ears. 

I tore myself from my friends, and rushed from 
the house. I Jooked not back, till the ravs of the 
setting sun told me to seek a shelter for the ni 
Then TI looked for my once loved home, but lofty 
hills hid it forever from my sight. 

Many months have rolled away since that-time, 
but still I am ® stranger on the earth. ' THETA; 


THE NEW YEAR. 


ANOTHER year has passed away, and has been 
crowned with the unchanging goodness of the all- 
wise Creator. Surely, in view of the many favors 
our race has experienced at the hand 'of our 
heavenly Father, we may say, with the inspired 
psalmist, *'Thon crownest the year with thy good- 
ness, and thy paths drop fatness.” | - 

Under the auspicious 8miles of an indulgent 
Providence, we are enabled to wish our patrons a 
happy new year. We tender them our heart-felt 
gratitude for the favors of the past, and give them 
the assurance, that for the future we shall aim, as 
we have thus far done, to make the *Unrvers4- 
LIST AND Lapits' REPOSITORY” a welcome guest 
at all their habitations. On their part, we hope for 
indulgence, and the exercise of the spirit of for- 
gIVeness., D. D. S, 
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MATERNAL AFFECTION. 


O, now pure, how elevated, how-satisfying, are 

the pleasures of a mother! No words can express 

the inward, the incommunicable joy of a tender- 

hearted mother, as her fingers prepare the gar- 

ments for a little son, as her eyes see it grow into 

shape, aud color, and shade, as the increasing 

statne of the wearer renders the increase of her 

labor necessary. Such comforts originate with, 
and come from Jehovah. And none can know and 

experience them, but the mother. D. 
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POETRY. 


CARRIER'S ADDRESS 
TO THE PATRONS OF THE 


UNIVEBRSALIST 


AND 


LADIES” 


I. 
Trxx sighing breeze has awept along, and borne from earth 


away 
'The ———_ yourls last glimmering, and now extinguish- 


ed ra 
aye with bs swelling Molian minstrelsy, 
as brenthed a 5350s wole z O thou youthful year, to 


It. 
Far in the deep chaotic gloom of dark oblivion's cave, 
'Thy faded hours, departed year, find their eternal grave ; 
Time speeds no more thy course ; thy passing moments fly 
No longer,in succession quick, but now forgotten lie 


And darkness shrouds thy aceda, oxcept when retrospec-. 
tion dares 
On mem'ry's tablet trace thy path, and from thy shadow 
tears 
The yeil, and to remembrance gives a amile—perhaps a 
8 
For chones of pleasure or of woe, which now have flitted 
by 'Y 


We wo 


Yet if pare rouse from recollection's fount a thought 
of former ays, O may its 8hade with purest joy be fra ught 


IV. x 


| ſilent, aadieturbed ſepatalnens, remain 
not to our minds recal thy scenes of grief and 


Twas thus communed the carrier boy, as with his bundle 


he 
Trudged heecless of the piercing blast, which roared re- 
_  lentllessly- 
Around his head, for gladsome thoughts upon his heart- 
strings thrilled, 
And woaght but joy and happiness his peaceful bozxom 


VI. 


And as his wonted round he trod, with swift , untiring pace, 
Delight expressed within his — and hope u on his face, 
To bear his annual greeting to the patrons of the 
He hummed the following simple strain, entitled "ge 1 
dress ;— 
VII. 
The olden inp has fled the earth, 
| year nol had Cx birth ; 
ad now my 8alutation hear 
I wish you al a happy year: oy 
May placia emiont enliven thy hours, 
ſe in its pleasures have nought but the flowers. 


VI. 
May coming time upon thy.head 
The ogenes Yoams of icdogs shed, 
And radiant hope dispel the night, 
Which darkling mars thy pirit's flight. 
Thy p prospects in future, with glee may it kiss, 
Till 8ober reality catches the bliss, 


IX, 
May 8orrow enter not thy door, 
May woe be aliened ever more, 
wn nl its face from thee, 


REPOSITORY. 


es: in its brightnen Wii: 
chad un en, 
ve 
Whieh vice: tries To to. employ, 
To gloss with its beauty his ous face, 
And give to his loathsome appearance a grace. 


- X11. 
y'st then find 


truth can give : 

you live, 

trace to the source 
its glorious course. 


And in religion 
That OY 


Which nought bu Lbargy 
And as beneath on. 
Each one of your blessings' may 


From whence nought but good 
X111, 


M0 greeting to thee is said 
Song is sung, my wish 
Peg 3 


i Biread; 
bestow 
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We trut in the living God who is the Soviour of al 


men.'—PAUL. 
TIF VOLUME NI. i 


D, D, SMITH, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, | 


URAGED by past 8uccess the is 

e proposals for the third volume of * alice 
VERSALIST.. And that it may interfere with no ities 
publication advocating the doctrine of Universal' Salya- 
tion, he has, in compliance with the advice of pa onds, 


an 


concluded to make an addition to its | 
It will, as it has heretofore done, adyoca! at 143 
trine of a world's Salvation by "Moral, 


ractical, experimental and consolatory oudjects will] re- 

caivs a due share” of attention. - Notices. of passing 

events, interesting to the religi one puviiegh pak rey /and 

of rare pular works; poe cal off n 

fact every thing which will tend-to rende r « pu blication 
ill vorous and char 


of the kind entertaining and ugeful, w 
a li 
nk 


oy cola. Its tone will be mild, ge 
t at the 8ame time distinet, 
raph Mops aim to make its le chas 
ET generally such as 
will adyocate the rights | of FONAANG >arnest] 
tend for FEMALE tion. In a word, no pai 
spared to render © THE UN1VERSALIST: and [ 
EPOSITORY,' @& welcome visitor at 
Female Universalist, and-8uch a I | 
honor to our denomination in the present improved you 
of 8ociety. 
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Tart UNIVERSALIST af m1 Rxeoorrony is 
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cents 


months, and $1,50 at the close of 
will be added to those who receive > holr pupors by the 
carrier. 


_o—_— others who obtain five now eubectider 
money Sant, chal ponnine 6 gopy 
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ith h want, and misery. 
But wealth and p ty on thee attend, 
" And bless ary till exiatonce shall end. 
[ay health pert its4asting bloom 
to thy cbeek, and may the gloom 
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